CHAPTER  10
Schleicker dislodges Papen
The National Socialists court the Workers
It has often been declared that Hitler would have come
to power in any case, even though Papen had not functioned
(in January 1933) as his lackey. It may be that the National
Socialists would have been represented in the Government
in one form or another. But in the second half of 1932 a
sharp falling-off in the Hitler movement was to be noted,
and it would easily have been possible to keep the move-
ment within reasonable bounds. Unfortunately history
shows us only too clearly that without Papen's help, and
without the jealousy between Papen and Schleicher, Ger-
many would have been spared this lapse into barbarism.
In the summer of 1932 the National Socialist movement
had reached its zenith. From the I3th August of that year
its decline was obvious.
The contributory causes were several:
1.  A clear rupture between Strasser and Hitler.
2.  Alienation of industrial capital from the N.S.D.A.P.
3.  The disappointment of the masses over Hitler's poor
showing before Hindenburg, and his telegram to the
Potempa murderers.
4.  The end of the World Economic Crisis, and the slowly
commencing improvement in the economic situation
in Germany.
In National Socialist circles it was known quite well what
a perilous plight the Party was in, and the discerning already
considered the collapse of the Party, and with it the whole
spectre of National Socialism, as imminent. Dr. Goebbels,
who has published an interesting diary (Vm Kaiserkof ytr